
#Prayersquaresdg

sustainable 
development 

goal #1: 

PRAYER FOR
No poverty

‘Pāpā, nō mātau anō te whiwhi 
ki te tuku inoi ki a koe hei 
manawa ora mā rātau te hunga 
pōhara o te ao hurihuri nei. 

Father, we pray for your will 
to be done. Where there is 
poverty, we pray that you 
would wipe it out and restore 
the balance and restore equity 
for all people. Infuse hope 
where there is no hope. 

Father, we pray that if there is 
any assignment of the enemy 
that is preventing governments, 
organisations or individuals 
from sharing and distributing 
wealth and provisions to those 
in need, that the assignment 
would be cancelled in the 
name of Jesus by His blood 
been shed on Calvary.

Nō reira, ko Koe Io, te puna 
o te kaha, te ora, te tuakiri, te 
wairua, te oranga tonutanga 
mō ngā iwi katoa. Āmene.’

More women than men live 
in poverty, especially during 

their peak childbearing years. 
Women and girls around 

the world are 4% more likely 
than men and boys to live in 
extreme poverty, and the risk 

rises to 25% for women 
aged 25 to 34.

Prayer by Envoy Anihera Caroll, 
Divisional Director of 

Māori Ministries Midland Division

Women’s Ministries

The Salvation Army
NZ, Fiji, Tonga & Samoa



#Prayersquaresdg

sustainable 
development 

goal #2: 

PRAYER FOR
zero hunger

Unequal power relations 
in households render 

women more vulnerable 
to food insecurity. 

Globally, women had 
a 10% higher risk of 

experiencing 
food insecurity.

Prayer by Tracy Boon, 
The Salvation Army Sydenham

Women’s Ministries

The Salvation Army
NZ, Fiji, Tonga & Samoa

‘Right from the beginning of time when you 
shaped us and filled our lungs with your 
breath, our every need was known by you 
and fulfilled through you.

When sin entered the garden it introduced 
hunger, a companion and consequence of 
greed.

As we spend a moment to contemplate a goal 
that, if fulfilled, would result in zero hunger - we 
need first to repent of a culture where more 
equals less and excess equals success. Father, 
forgive us. We pray for those who right now 
feel the pains of hunger. We pray for those 
who live a routine of life without. We ask for 
your provision.

Jehovah Jirah, be their provider. Just as you 
supplied manna for the Israelites, hungry in the 
desert, Lord do it again. We acknowledge our 
opportunity to partner with you in achieving 
this goal. Help us to be generous with our 
‘more’, and aware of those with less. Awake 
the world’s consciousness to the reality of 
hunger: illness through poor nutrition, death 
through starvation and children malnourished 
and unable to thrive.

Show us how we can be part of your solution. 
Let what breaks your heart, break ours, but 
not so we sit in broken pieces. Instead, let us 
use the discomfort to bring change, wherever 
we are and wherever we can. Amen.’



#Prayersquaresdg

sustainable 
development 

goal #3: 

PRAYER FOR
good health &

wellbeing

‘Lord Jesus, our healer and our hope. We cry 
out to you on behalf of the women and girls 
who need medical support. Women who face 
the risk of delivering their babies without 
skilled assistance, because they are too poor, 
or live too far from a clinic or hospital. 

We cry out on behalf of the more than 37 
million people living with HIV, as they face the 
potential of life-altering and severe health 
complications.

We cry out on behalf of the 5 million young 
children, who do not live to reach their 5th 
birthday due to the results of poor hygiene, 
sanitation, unclean water or lack of medical 
services. 

We cry out on behalf of medical staff - 
doctors, nurses, clinicians, midwives - who 
need medical resources and the strength 
to make a difference in areas of the world 
where both are in short supply. Jehovah Jireh 
- our provider, we ask your provision and 
your power to care for the health of our 
global family. We thank you for the successes 
we have seen in reduced maternal deaths, 
reduced deaths from malaria and successful 
immunisations against measles.

Lord, we believe much more can be achieved 
and many more lives can be saved with your 
help, by your strength. In Jesus’ name, Amen.’

In 2017, nearly 300,000 women 
died from complications related to 
pregnancy and childbirth. In least 

developed countries, only 61% 
of births were attended by skilled 

health personnel in 2018.

Prayer by Jo Brookshaw, 
The Salvation Army Cragieburn

Women’s Ministries

The Salvation Army
NZ, Fiji, Tonga & Samoa



#Prayersquaresdg

sustainable 
development 

goal #4: 

PRAYER FOR
quality

education

‘It breaks our hearts to hear that over 265 
million children are currently out of school 
and that even those in school are missing out 
on basic skills in reading and math.

We know education is so crucial in breaking 
cycles of poverty and reducing inequalities.

We know that you, God, can fulfil our 
children’s longing for wisdom and a better life. 
We pray that you would remove the obstacles 
that prevent our children from accessing 
quality education. 

We pray that you would raise up resourcing 
and training to strengthen their educators. We 
pray for the role we have to play. Move us to 
act.

Urge us to challenge our governments to 
make education a priority through where they 
invest their resources. 

May we seek, individually and collectively, 
firm commitments from them towards education 
opportunities for the vulnerable and 
marginalised in our communities. 

We ask that through us and the power of 
your mighty arm, you would make inclusive 
and quality education freely available so all 
your children can have the fullness of life you 
promise each of us. Amen.’

An estimated 
15 million girls 

and 
10 million boys of 

primary-school age 
are out of school.

Prayer by Lieutenant Emma Howan,
The Salvation Army Blenheim

Women’s Ministries

The Salvation Army
NZ, Fiji, Tonga & Samoa



#Prayersquaresdg

sustainable 
development 

goal #5: 

PRAYER FOR
gender

equality

We pray that girls and women would find refuge in your 
word, and that in reading the Bible they would see 
themselves in your story. Jesus, we pray that you would lift the 
heads of the women and girls who are low in spirit, trapped 
in abusive relationships, whose financial, physical, mental 
and sexual states are being compromised at the hands of 
men and those who prey upon them. 

Holy Spirit, Sophia wisdom, would you breathe life into 
their souls, and draw close to them. Breathe life into dead 
spaces, and teach boys and men to partner in true unity to 
bring your kingdom here.

Give us supernatural intellect and foresight, God, to do 
battle in the earthly realms of government, church policy, 
law and education. Show men and women the laws they 
may write together to enshrine women’s freedom in practice. 
Give police the proper avenues to protect women and girls 
who are victims of men’s abuse, and prosecute those who 
seek to prey upon the vulnerable.

Restore your creation God, because she is valuable in your 
sight. Not for our glory or sake, not for our power - but for 
yours, Lord. Show you glory through restoring gender equity 
for women and girls in your earth.

God, extend supernatural grace into the hearts of women 
and girls who have been abused, kept back from their 
gifts, cut off from safety, removed from homes, starved 
of companionship and betrayed by the ones they trust. 
Restore to them avenues of salvation, as Imago Dei - the 
image of God like their brothers. Give us the opportunity 
to build up what has been broken, and show by love and 
deeds what you believe to be true - that women and girls 
have the dignity and worth of the Creator, and the Church 
would act like she believes it.

Give us wisdom to see what we can change, and fortitude 
to endure as you redress this balance with us, Amen.’

18% of 15-49yr old women have 
experienced physical and/or sexual violence 
by an intimate partner in the past 12 months. 

Female Genital Mutilation-prevalent countries 
cut 1 in 3 girls aged 15-19. Women spend 

3x as many hours as men each day in unpaid 
care and domestic work. Women hold only 1 

in 4 parliamentary seats worldwide. 

Prayer by Rosy Keane,
The Salvation Army Women’s Ministries

Women’s Ministries

The Salvation Army
NZ, Fiji, Tonga & Samoa

‘God, both mercy and judgement 
belong to you. When we lift our eyes 
to see the ways women and girls are 

treated - unfairly, cast aside, used 
and abused and overlooked in the 

world and the Church - it is hard not 
to be hardened by judgement and 

anger. The injustice cries out, and 
our blood cries out like that of Abel, 

and the Levite’s concubine from 
Judges. But God, our eyes look to 

you for mercy, and our hearts long 
for your justice.



#Prayersquaresdg

sustainable 
development 

goal #6: 

PRAYER FOR
clean water
& sanitation

‘God of our understanding, we pause and 
give thanks to you today for those things we 
might sometimes take for granted – for the life-
giving gift of clean water that sustains us daily.

Ko te wai te ora ngā mea katoa – Water is 
the life giver of all things… and yet, God 
we know there are so many who don’t have 
access to clean water and sanitation. We 
pray for them now, Lord, for our brothers and 
sisters around the world who suffer without this 
essential resource. We are humbled, Father, 
having known the taste of clean water to 
drink, having known the freedom of space 
to wash ourselves, our clothing, our homes, 
even our cars and our pets… God, we are 
humbled that there are those amongst us who 
live without these luxuries which we know as 
necessities. 

We ask for your continued provision, for clean 
water and sanitation for all your children 
around the world. And we ask, Lord, that you 
open our eyes to our part in ensuring that all 
those who are in need in this way, can begin 
to live with the same access that we have 
known. Guide us to use our resources to offer 
hope to those in need. Show us our part in 
the story, Father, and use us to do Your will, as 
rivers of living water flow from within us.

Lord, hear our prayer. May all those who are 
in need receive the help that they need. And 
may Your precious Name be glorified. Amen.’

In collecting drinking water, women 
and girls carry the heaviest burden. 
Women and girls are responsible for 

water collection in 80% of households 
without access to water on premises, 

according to data from 61 
developing countries.

Prayer by Lieutenant Cass Henderson, 
The Salvation Army Bridge 
Auckland Mission Director

Women’s Ministries

The Salvation Army
NZ, Fiji, Tonga & Samoa



#Prayersquaresdg

sustainable 
development 

goal #7: 

PRAYER FOR
affordable 

& clean energy

In 2017, an estimated 3 billion people 
worldwide lacked clean cooking fuels and 

technologies. Girls in households that use 
solid fuels for cooking spend 18 hours a 

week gathering fuel, compared to 5 hours 
a week in households using clean fuels, 

according to data from 
13 sub-Saharan African countries.

Prayer by Anita Latai-Niusulu, 
The Salvation Army Samoa

Women’s Ministries

The Salvation Army
NZ, Fiji, Tonga & Samoa

‘Father God, creator of Heaven and Earth, 
we give you praise and glory for all that you 

continue to do for us each day.We thank 
you for this world we live in and the rich and 

diverse resources found across its many 
countries and regions. 

Thank you especially for our world’s energy 
sources - the sun’s warmth and light, wind, 
oceans, fossil fuels, geothermal heat and 

many others we have not mentioned. 

We are grateful Father, for these gifts as they are important 
to our survival. We thank you also for the knowledge and 
skills you continue to give us, to utilize, with care, these 
resources so we can meet our daily needs. 

We learn from studies conducted by many organizations 
and individuals that many people have become more 
energy-efficient, new sources of energy have been 
identified to produce electricity and access to electricity 
has generally improved in poorer parts of the world. 
We thank and praise you, God, for your hand in these 
developments!

Lord God, we ask that you continue to bless us, especially 
those who are less fortunate, those who are facing hardship 
and in great need of help. 

We ask especially for clean, reliable and sufficient energy 
supplies for our world, Lord. So many people, particularly 
those in sub-Saharan Africa and other poorer regions of 
the world, need access to affordable and safe cooking 
fuels and technology. We pray for these resources and 
increased electrification in these places, so these people 
can access food, clean water and adequate health care.

We pray for your special protection and care for women 
and children living in these places Lord. We also pray for 
reliable and sufficient energy supplies to all the health care 
facilities, in countries, dealing with the COVID-19 pandemic. 

God, we pray for your protection and care upon those 
who are vulnerable, the elderly, women and children, and 
those who are isolated from their loved ones. Supply their 
homes God, with reliable and sufficient energy, so they 
can maintain the connection with health providers and first 
responders as well as their families and loved ones.

Bless those who are working to develop renewable energy 
sources for our world Lord. Give them wisdom and courage 
to endure challenges while they develop sustainable 
energy solutions for our world.

Forgive us for our sins Father and continue to give us 
knowledge and wisdom to use our environment and its 
resources wisely and treat each other with care and love. 
We ask all of these in Jesus name. Amen.’



#Prayersquaresdg

sustainable 
development 

goal #8: 

PRAYER FOR
decent work 

& econ. growth

Gracious Lord, we pray at this time for our world 
as we seek for continuing recognition of the need 
to end poverty in all areas, to protect our earth 
for all people’s future and for everyone to be 
able to enjoy peace and prosperity. We pray we 
continue to seek an understanding to leave no-
one behind, and that sustainable development 
is able to be achieved by all in a holistic and 
complete way.

You are an all-empowering God and your Holy 
Spirit uplifts us all with the many gifts that you 
have given. Please help us to use these many gifts 
through our work, for your glorification and in the 
benefit of all who need it. We pray that there are 
decent work opportunities for everyone and that 
in these opportunities to work, it is productive and 
the income received is fair. We pray that there is 
protection in the workplace and for families, as 
well as opportunities for personal development 
and social integration.

Please Lord, help us to foster an environment 
where sustained economic growth is promoted 
and that there are high levels of productivity and 
technological innovation. Let there be rejoicing 
in everyone’s contribution for the benefit of all - 
especially those who desperately need it. Guide 
us to use our abilities wisely and in the benefit of 
those who need us.

Dear Lord, hear us as we seek your guidance and 
protection especially for those who need help the 
most. In the name of Jesus Christ, Amen.’

Wide gender gaps persist in labour 
force participation. The labour force 

participation rate of women aged 25 
to 54 is 55% versus 94% for men 

in the same age group.

Prayer by Helen Tanielu, 
The Salvation Army Samoa

Women’s Ministries

The Salvation Army
NZ, Fiji, Tonga & Samoa

‘Dear Lord, thank you for your 
love and grace upon us all here 

on earth. Thank you for always 
being there to help us and guide 

us in times of abundance and in 
times of scarcity.



#Prayersquaresdg

sustainable 
development 

goal #9: 

PRAYER FOR
industry, 

innovation &
infrastructure

‘Our Gracious, Heavenly Father,Your Word says 
that even before we were created, every day 
and every moment of our lives were written in 
your book. So where we are today is no surprise 
to you. That gives us hope that we are not alone 
and that indeed, you have the whole world in 
your hands.

Father, we look around us and we see 
advancements made possible only through your 
gifts of creativity, innovation and intellect. We 
marvel at what we can create and often forget 
that we are all created in your image. 

Right at this moment, there are women and 
girls all over the world who continue to suffer 
discrimination and are excluded from contributing 
to their economies and communities because of 
their gender. We have failed to live in equality 
and have used what you created for good as a 
reason to treat others differently.

Lord, we remember women and girls who continue 
to work in unfair conditions and lower wages, 
who cannot access opportunities in certain ‘non-
traditional’ and technical industries, who continue 
to suffer unnecessarily for lack of access to many 
things we take for granted. 

We ask that you raise up God-led leaders who 
will be the beacon of hope for women and girls in 
these situations. Help those of us who are blessed 
in not suffering these experiences, to always 
remember we are called to be the salt and light 
in this world. We pray this in Jesus mighty name, 
AMEN!’

Globally, less than 1 in 3 of 
all research positions are 

held by women.

Prayer by Wati Seeto, 
The Salvation Army Fiji

Women’s Ministries

The Salvation Army
NZ, Fiji, Tonga & Samoa



#Prayersquaresdg

sustainable 
development 

goal #10: 

PRAYER FOR
reduced

inequality

Keimami sa masulaka ni na vaqeayavutaka sobu na 
veivakaduiduitaki e yaco tiko e na matanitu, vakabisinisi, 
koronivuli, lotu, matavuvale kei na vanua. Kemuni na Kalou 
sa dau vakatulewa dodonu ka cata sara nai valavala ca 
kei na veivakaduiduitaki. E na veiliutaki na yalomuni na Yalo 
Tabu, solia mai vei keimami na nomuni vakatulewa dodonu 
me raw ni keimami kila na yalomuni. Na nomuni Yalo Tabu 
me yavala ki vei ira na veiliutaki me ra tucake ka vosa e na 
vukudra na marama kei na goneyalewa. Turaga, ni solia 
lesu tale na dodonu ni veiliutaki ki vei ira na marama kei na 
goneyalewa me rawa ni ra vakayagata na nodrai solisoli 
kei na nodra taledi me laveti cake kina na yacamuni tabu 
ka me ra yaco me ra I sausau vinaka e vuravura taucoko. 
Tamaqu, ni sauma mai na neimami masu ni keimami sa kaciva 
na yacamuni tabu. Jisu nai Vakabula, emeni.’

‘Abba Father, we thank You that You created all people in 
your own image. But, Lord, in the world today, women and 
girls are treated with inequalities which label them by their 
skin color, culture, beliefs, academic achievements, family 
backgrounds, abilities and disabilities, viewpoints and other 
differences.

We pray on behalf of all women and girls around the world 
who are treated with inequality. We pray that you will 
eliminate these inequalities in governments, in churches, in 
businesses, in education, in families and in the nations as a 
whole. You, Lord, are the God of justice and you hate sin 
and injustice. 

Through your Holy Spirit, give us your righteous judgement 
to understand your heart, that there are neither black or 
white, rich or poor, slave or free, female or male, but we are 
all one in Christ Jesus.

Move through the leaders to stand up and speak on behalf 
of women and girls who can’t speak for themselves. And 
Lord, restore the privilege of equality to women and girls so 
they may use their gifts, their talents and their skills to glorify 
your name and make a difference in the world today. Answer 
our prayers as we call on your name. In Jesus’ name, Amen.’

Women are vulnerable in discriminatory migration 
policies. Data shows 71% of countries impose 

some restrictions on spouses and partners joining 
migrants in their new country. In other cases, 

women’s migration status is tied to a resident 
or citizen spouse, preventing them from living 

autonomous lives and heightening already 
unequal power relations 

and possible exposure to violence.

Prayer by Cadets Mereani Betena 
& Eleni Daucakacaka,

School for Officer Training Fiji

Women’s Ministries

The Salvation Army
NZ, Fiji, Tonga & Samoa

‘Apa Tamaqu keimami 
vakavinavinaka ni kemuni bulia na 

kawa tamata kecega. Ia Turaga, 
na vuravura e na gauna nikua, 
na marama kei na goneyalewa 

e ra vakaduiduitaki e na vuku ni 
roka ni yagodra, tovo vakavanua, 

vakabauta, rawa ka vakavuli, 
matavuvale e ra lako mai kina, tuvaki 

va ca ni kedrai rairai, vakanananu 
kei na veiduidui tale e so. Keimami sa 
masu e na vukudra na marama kei na 
goneyalewa e na vuravura taucoko 

e ra vakalolovirataki e na vuku ni 
veivakaduiduitaki.



#Prayersquaresdg

The inequalities of our world and the injustices that 
prevail alongside it aren’t of your light, and we pray 
and believe that our world can be free of inequality.

God we pray that people wouldn’t judge others for 
the colour of their skin, for the sound of their voice, 
for the disabilities or differences they possess, for the 
people they love, or for the person they are destined 
to be. We pray that each and every person be loved 
and shown love over inequality in this world.

We pray for those who have found refugee in another 
country that they be given the life and opportunities 
they deserve and long for, that despite their country 
of birth they would have the ability to access the 
medical care they need, as I’ve heard stories of 
people who have fled their countries due to violence 
wanting for a better life but their new countries 
decline them the life-sustaining HIV meds they need.

We pray that those in communities and countries with 
lack of resources be given those same resources that 
others have to meet basic human needs. That those in 
countries battling with no medical care or food and 
water be blessed in abundance with all they need to 
sustain their life.

We pray that the divide of poor and rich, men and 
woman and every divide that creates inequality be 
reduced and ceased in our world and in our lives. 
God in the countries where people only receive 
employment based on the tribe or family they were 
born into and not on their skills and talents, we pray 
these situations would be gone and people would 
earn their employment for their skills and talents and 
passions.

God you love us equally, and we pray that the world 
will have equality triumph inequality.’

Women’s Ministries

The Salvation Army
NZ, Fiji, Tonga & Samoa

sustainable 
development 

goal #11: 

PRAYER FOR
sustainable

cities &
communities

Women are overrepresented in 
slums in 70% of countries where 

data are available.

Prayer by Laura Brown-Thomas 
The Salvation Army Upper Hutt

‘God your love prevails 
over all the earth, your love 

knows no bounds and you 
love despite the colour of 

our skin, the songs of our 
heart, the love of our life 
or the choices we make. 

We can stand steadfast in 
your love and it is the one 

constant.



#Prayersquaresdg

‘O God, in your word you call us to be kaitiaki 
over this world, and in the way we are currently 
living - please intervene and show us how to live 
better, so that we will not be wasteful and abusive 
of the precious taonga that you have gifted to us 
to live in. 

May we live in a way that we can be sustainable 
and that we use wisely the resources of this world, 
and be gentle to the environment that we rely on 
in this world. I pray that we will seek your will for 
this time and not be lead into sin of wanting more 
- and God 
you already give us what we need.

Let us not be selfish in our consumption, but 
to live within our means and to make better 
choices that impact our whenua. Lord, help our 
decision-makers around the world to invest in 
better choices - like transport - that we can make 
better decisions that will not harm our whenua. 
But help us to protect and empower our people 
especially our wāhine ma as we influence the 
next generation. Teach us to be good stewards 
over your land and to dwell in the beauty of your 
creation and every detail that you have crafted 
from the very beginning!   

So, Lord bring us together across in unity 
across Aotearoa and the world to be in tune 
with Papatūānuku so that we can produce the 
resources that we need and do this in a way that 
is honouring and respectful. May we always have 
grateful hearts for what you provide and know 
that what you have created as it says in your 
word: ‘Then God looked over all he had made, 
and he saw that it was excellent in every way’. 
Āmene’

Women’s Ministries

The Salvation Army
NZ, Fiji, Tonga & Samoa

sustainable 
development 

goal #12: 

PRAYER FOR
Responsible 
Production 

& Consumption

Women are not typically included in decision-making processes of 
coastal and marine resources, limiting their access. No UN targets 

address gender equality in how marine resources relate to the 
livelihoods of women and men, including the role such resources 

can play in food security, employment and poverty reduction.

Prayer by Captain Christine De Maine, 
Hēkeretari-Ā-Wehenga 

Te Waipounamu, Manatū Māori



#Prayersquaresdg

sustainable 
development 

goal #13: 

PRAYER FOR
climate action

‘‘Tēnā rā, ui atu ki ngā kararehe mā rātou koe e 
whakaako; ki ngā manu o te rangi, mā rātou e kōrero 
ki a koe; kōrero atu rānei ki te whenua, ā, māna koe 
e whakaako; ka whakaaturia mai anō hoki ki a koe 
e ngā ika o te moana. Ko wai i kore te mōhio ki ēnei 
mea katoa, he mea mahi tēnei nā te ringa o Ihowā? 
Kei tōna ringa nei te wairua o ngā mea ora katoa, te 
manawa hoki o ngā kikokiko tāngata katoa.’ - Hopa 
12:7-10

E tō mātou Matua I te rangi, please open the eyes 
of your people and those that do not know you, so 
that we may see, hear and acknowledge the injustices 
against our earth and our climate. Injustices that have 
been allowed to happen not in your name, but in the 
name of profit and “progress.”

Please remind us of a time when we worked together 
as communities; to sustain ourselves and our whenua. 
E pā, please help nations to acknowledge the voices 
of indigenous peoples, whose collective approaches 
have always sought out ways in which to sustain 
and heal your creation; to live out the covenant of 
stewardship you gave us over your earthly creations. 

Please uplift the knowledge of our tūpuna, of those 
who belong to the land so others may learn from them. 
You created our tūpuna with the knowledge that we 
are the earth and the earth is us; just as Adam was.

Our tupuna acknowledges this connection by having 
the same name for the placenta and land; whenua. 
Through this connection, the importance of both 
women and land to the survival of humankind is also 
acknowledged. So Lord, please remind us of these 
teachings before it’s too late. Remind us that the earth 
gives us lessons that we must learn; one way or the 
other. He wāhine, he whenua, ka ngaro te tangata. For 
women and land, man will perish. Āmine’

Women and men have 
different relationships to 
the environment, such as 
their access to land and 

natural resources and their 
engagement in environmental 
management. They also tend 

to differ in their vulnerability to 
environmental challenges.

Prayer by Irene Farnham, 
Kaiāwhina | Te Manatū Māori 

o Te Ope Whakaora

Women’s Ministries

The Salvation Army
NZ, Fiji, Tonga & Samoa
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sustainable 
development 

goal #14: 

PRAYER FOR
life 

below water

Women are not typically included in decision-making 
processes of coastal and marine resources, limiting 

their access. None of the UN targets address gender 
equality in how marine resources relate to the livelihoods 

of women and men, including the role such resources 
can play in food security, 

employment and poverty reduction.

Prayer by Roxette Ogotau, 
Kaiāwhina | Te Manatū Māori 

o Te Ope Whakaora

Women’s Ministries

The Salvation Army
NZ, Fiji, Tonga & Samoa

‘Our gracious Heavenly Father, thank you,
For the waters that cover this earth
For the open seas that produce our kai 
moana, protein and sustenance
For the deep oceans that house millions of 
living creatures identified and undiscovered

For the rain that cleanses our airspace
For the H2O that nourishes 
our tinana 
and our whenua
For the lakes, pools, rivers, and oceans that 
create a space for us to float in and bask in 
your glorious creation, 
ngā mihi nui e Pā.

In this time, we ask now that you would 
continue to make a way for employment that 
does not negatively impact these waters. 

May we see more and more people speak 
into these spaces as kaitiaki by praying for 
restoration and replenishment. 

Lord, we know that you are the living water 
and you lead us to streams of still waters. 

So, please continue to do so now and help 
us to learn how to live below the water and 
appreciate it better. We commit this goal to 
you now, in Jesus’ powerful and loving name, 
Āmene.’



#Prayersquaresdg

sustainable 
development 

goal #15: 

PRAYER FOR
life on land

‘Through all things 
trust in 
the Father 
who will
provide.

He will give you 
all that you need
to sustain our bodies 
and in return, 
we must appreciate 
and only take what is 
required.

Protect everything 
that is living respect 
it’s well being for the 
generations to come.
Amen.’

Globally, 38.7% of employed 
women are working in 

agriculture, forestry and 
fisheries, but only 13.8% of 

landholders are women.

Prayer by Faith Bishop Nahu,
 The Salvation Army Northern Division

Women’s Ministries

The Salvation Army
NZ, Fiji, Tonga & Samoa



#Prayersquaresdg

‘God, the fact that we can pray this publicly 
is already more freedom than some of our 
brothers and sisters are awarded. We see 
them and pray that Your presence be with 
them. We see them and pray that the freedom 
they have in spirit with You is a wave that 
extends in all they do.

We pray for communities who may not know 
You yet, but who’s suffering still hurts You. We 
pray that they be healed and whole. 

We pray for their leaders and ours alike, and 
for ourselves as leaders too. May our words 
bring peace, may our thoughts be tilted with 
grace, and our decisions be as merciful. Lord, 
when we are confused guide us.

When we see corruption, abuse, fear and 
violence within institutions made to protect 
Your people, give us the strength and grace 
to be the messengers of freedom and peace. 

When you ask us to step up may we do so 
fearlessly. In all the places you have released 
Your people to serve we ask that they may 
they be refreshed to carry out the task set 
before them. 

Give us communities to hold us accountable. 
Give us peers to lead and be led with 
integrity. May we be inclusive, loving and 
always work in humility to bring You glory. 
Forever and ever. Amen’

Women’s Ministries

The Salvation Army
NZ, Fiji, Tonga & Samoa

sustainable 
development 

goal #16: 

PRAYER FOR
peace, justice

& strong 
institutions

Trafficking, which tends to increase in crises, 
including conflict and post-conflict situations, puts 
women’s and girls’ rights in severe jeopardy. 3 in 4 

human trafficking victims are women and girls.

Prayer by Tiana Swan, 
The Salvation Army Upper Hutt



#Prayersquaresdg

‘Dear Heavenly Father, we do 
acknowledge You as our God, 
Our Maker, The Creator of Heaven 
and Earth. 

We recognise the importance of being 
united and standing together as one if 
we are to build a better tomorrow in the 
lives of others. We ask that there would 
be a Mighty Wind of the Spirit of God 
that causes unity in the hearts of people 
globally, regionally, nationally and at local 
levels as well. 

May we build upon principles and values 
upon a shared vision and goals, placing 
human lives and the planet at the centre.

O Lord, You are the Alpha and the 
Omega. We pray that our collective 
effort be blessed by You and lives will be 
transformed as a result of unity. May we all 
be given the heart to come together….
Governments, Civil Society, in both 
developed and developing countries so 
that everyone is given the opportunity to 
live life to the fullest.

May our cooperate partnerships be 
blessed by You O Lord. Keep us in your 
love. In and through the name of Jesus 
we pray. Amen.’

Women’s Ministries

The Salvation Army
NZ, Fiji, Tonga & Samoa

sustainable 
development 

goal #17: 

PRAYER FOR
partnerships

to achieve 
the goal

Achieving the SDGs for women and girls requires an enabling 
environment and a stronger commitment to partnership and 

cooperation. Of the $117 billion in ODA commitments received 
by developing countries, only 38% targeted gender equality and 

women’s equality as either a significant (secondary) or principal 
(primary) objective.

Prayer by Major Merewalesi Qoriniasi, 
The Salvation Army Tonga


